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Maintaining the Home:
Roof Maintenance

• Trim back tree branches that scrape against or 
overhang the roof. Keep branches away from 
the chimney to avoid a fi re hazard and allow 
a proper draft for safe and effi cient chimney 
operation. 

• Check for curled, damaged, loose or missing 
shingles. 

• Check the lower edge of roof sheathing for 
water damage. 

• Examine all roof fl ashing and the fl ashing 
around chimneys, vent stacks, roof edges, 
dormers and skylights. 

• Make sure that the chimney cover (cap) is in 
good condition and that it is tall enough to 
prevent creosote build-up. 

• Check vents and louvers for free air movement. 
Clean screens and remove bird nests, spiders, 
insects and dust. 

• If there are wind turbines on the roof, check 
ball bearings. Clear gable vents of bird’s nests 
and other obstructions. 

• Check for damaged gutters, downspouts, 
hangers and strainers. If needed, clean out 
gutters and downspouts. Make sure they are 
free from leaks and rust. 

• Check the condition of paint on gutters. 

• Examine television antenna wires and support 
straps. 

This material was adapted from publications 
produced by North Carolina State University 
Extension. NCSU Cooperative Extension 
publications can be found on the Web at http://
www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/fcs.
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